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Outline: 
Rationale 
- why an integrated approach to SD assessment?  
Development vs. Climate first? 
• NAMAs shall contribute to SD (1/CP.13, BAP - ‘development first 
approach’) and represent developing countries net contribution to the 
global mitigation effort to stay below 2 ºC of warming 
 
• An international, voluntary approach to SD assessment of mitigation 
actions exists for CDM but not (yet) for NAMAs 
 
• Contrary to CDM (‘climate first approach’), NAMAs are typically driven 
by development objectives with GHG reductions as a co-benefit 
 
• Both perspectives are needed for a strong approach to promote 
NAMAs for SD. An ex-ante (development first, procedural approach to 
‘nationally appropriate’) and an ex-post assessment (of SD co-benefits 
and impacts for transformational change) are  complementary and part 
of an integrated approach covering all stages in the NAMA action cycle.  
 
 
The CDM SD Tool 
Challenges to assess the CDM's SD 
contribution 
 
• In the absence of an international acceptable definition of SD, the benefits 
cannot be known, nor monitored and are not monetized in the carbon 
market, except for voluntary standards like the GS & CCB. 
 
• Two main findings of a literature review (Olsen 2007) on how the CDM 
contributes to SD are that: 1) Left to the market forces the CDM does not 
significantly contribute to SD. 2) No methodology exists at global level to 
assess the total contribution of all CDM projects to SD. 
 
• Challenge: An international standard for SD co-benefit indicators can enable 
that monitoring and reporting takes place to inform the global carbon market 
with the aim of directing investments towards maximising the SD benefits. 
 
 
 
CDM Executive Board response to 
SD assessment 
• The Board launched at its 61st meeting a Call for public inputs on 
sustainable development co-benefits and negative impacts of CDM project 
activities  
• At CMP.7 (decision 8/CMP.7), the Parties requested the Board to “continue 
its work and develop appropriate voluntary measures to highlight the co-
benefits brought about by clean development mechanism project activities 
and programmes of activities, while maintaining the prerogative of Parties to 
define their sustainable development criteria”. 
• At EB67, the Board considered a concept note on highlighting sustainable 
development co-benefits on a voluntary basis (EB67 Annex 13) 
• At EB68 the Board considered a draft SD tool based on an integrated 
approach to three elements: 1) SD co-benefits, 2) No harm Safeguards and 
3) Stakeholder involvement.  
• At EB69 the Board requested the Secretariat to only include positive SD 
benefits in the SD tool, i.e. to exclude negative impacts & stakeholder 
involvement 
• At EB70 the SD Tool was approved!   
 
 
CDM sustainability assessment 
 
 
 
 
Online SD tool – EB70: https://www.research.net/s/SD_tool_vers7 
Online SD tool – example: air quality 
SD declaration report – air benefits 
SD impacts of NAMAs  
- towards an integrated approach 
SD benefits in NAMAs submitted to 
the UNFCCC Registry 
An integrated approach 
Three elements: 
• SD indicators  
• Stakeholder involvement procedures 
• Safeguards against negative impacts 
 Action/Project cycles NAMAs CDM National Development Planning Low Carbon Development Strategy (LCDS)  
A ‘development first’, co-benefit approach: Identify national 
(sustainable) development priorities that NAMAs contribute to (ex-ante)  
- 
Design of action/project No format requirements  
Include indicators for SD co-benefits in the design format and conduct 
stakeholder involvement and safeguards for no-harm-done  
Project Design Document (PDD) 
Stakeholder involvement 
National Approval NAMA Approver submit mitigation actions to the Registry: To seek support for 
preparation, to seek support for implementation or to seek recognition 
(unilateral) 
Designated National Authority (DNA) issues 
Letter of Approval (LoA) for SD contribution 
SD indicators 
Validation/Registration - Designated Operational Entity (DOE) and 
Executive Board (EB)/ Registry 
Financing Supported NAMAs: bilateral, multilateral, private sector, Green Climate Fund, 
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) and carbon markets. A mix of sources is 
possible. 
Unilateral NAMAs: domestic finance 
Explicit SD and climate benefits can help inform investors to get the 
most benefits for their money 
Investors 
Implementation NAMA developer Project owner/Coordinating Managing Entity 
(CME) for Programmes of Activities (PoAs) 
Monitoring, reporting and 
Verification 
SD co-benefits and impacts of mitigation actions to be monitored, 
reported and verified along with GHG metrics (ex-post). For pledged, 
international NAMAs there is International Consultation and Analysis (ICA) of 
Biennial Update Reports (BUR). There are no requirements for MRV of 
individual NAMAs 
Designated Operational Entity (DOE) 
Safeguards against negative impacts 
Issuance of CERs/units of GHG 
reductions 
Possible links to New Market Mechanisms (NMMs) and Framework for 
Various Approaches ( FVA) for crediting of NAMAS  
Units of GHG reductions to be certified for their SD co-benefits 
Executive Board (EB)/Registry 
Five steps: 
1. Identify national SD objectives in the context of national 
development planning priorities and low carbon 
development strategies,  
2. Design of NAMAs including SD indicators, stakeholder 
involvement procedures and safeguards against negative 
impacts,  
3. Financing of NAMAs to be informed by SD impacts,  
4. Monitoring, reporting and verification (MRV) of an 
integrated approach and  
5. Certification of the SD impacts of credited NAMAs 
possibly to be traded under a new market mechanism or a 
framework for various approaches.  
 
Policy relevance 
Operational potential and further research:    
Operational potential:  
• Find the right balance between standardization and flexibility 
• Different needs for SD assessment of unilateral, supported and 
credited NAMAs 
 
Further research needs:  
• Quantification of co-benefits  
• From SD co-benefits to transformational change  
• Based on national systems for MRV 
• Certification of units’ SD impacts traded under NMM and FVA  
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UNEP Risø is leading the WG on SD 
 
The NAMA partnership 
Two types : 
 
 
 
 
WG-SD webinar series 
Title  Host(s)  Date 
Discussion and Peer-review Webinar Series 
Institutional Challenges for NAMAs  URC January 
2014 
An integrated approach to assessment of SD 
impacts of NAMAs based on experience with 
CDM 
URC February 
2014 
NAMAs: An approach to Design, Label and 
Monitor 
TERI TBC 
Capacity Building Webinar Series 
NAMA E-learning course URC May 2014 
(TBC) 
A methodology for SD impact assessment of 
NAMAs  
UNDP August 
2014 
(TBC) 
NAMA PARTNERSHIP WEBSITE 
http://www.namapartnership.org/ 
